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6/21/79 

Introduced by: Tracy J. 0, 

Proposed No: ?q G,,> '. ') 
(.'I . t " 

MOTION NO. 4·327 

A MOTION ~elated to 1-90 balancedtranspor
taticrr fq:cili ties for energy use ~hoices; 
requestitig the Washington State Department 
of Ttansportation's District I Administration, 
the U.S. Department of Transportation's 
Fedelia] H'ighway Administration and the six 
partie~ tb the 1-90 Memo of Understanding to 
agre~, to ~nd provide for an effective ten
foot minimum pedest.rian and bicycle facility 
thrortgh t;he 1-90 corridor between! Seattle and 
Bellevue. ' 

i 

WHEREAS, since the dawn of recorded history mankind has 
, 

relied on foot, , hoo'f and wheel for the moving of people and goods 
I' II 

I I 

with the taming I of :the ox, donkey and other, beasts of burden in 
I , 

about 6,000 B.<!. i an'd the invention of the w~eel in about 2,700 

B. C., and I! 

WHEREAS, {t haS only been recently in recorded history thill 
i 

mankind has di~cove~ed (late 1700's) and widely utilized (late 

1800' s) the combina:tions of fossil fuels and electricity for 
I 

electric motors and internal combustion engines for increased 
I 

speed and convenience in surface transportation, and 

WHEREAS, the United States with about 6% of the worla's 

population consumes' about 35% of its world'p yearly energy 

supply, of which abOut 50% is wasted in thermal pollution, and 
, ' 

WHEREAS, Cj.bout: 95 percent of the energy the world uses comes 

from fossil fu~l~--bil( natural gas, coal and nuclear, and 
, ' 

WHEREAS, th~ amount of fossil fuels burned by mankind has 
I 

I : . 

nearly doubled:every 20 years since 1900, and 
, 

WHEREAS, petro:leum furnishes about 50 percent of the energy 

I 

used in the Unit~d States yearly, of which about 50 percent is 

used for surface tr~nsportation, mainly for autos and trucks 

whose Second Law of Thermodynamic efficiency is estimated at 

about 10%, and 

WHEREAS, while: the United States population between 1950 

and 1970 increased ;35%, its energy use doubiLed, and 

WHEREAS, geolo:gists have been predicting since the 1950' s 
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tha t thf! production of fossil fuels would be short of meeting the 

ever increasinq dem~nds for them, starting in the 1970's, and 
I II 

WHEREAS, j;n livi~w of the diminishing fossil fuel reserves 

and the currently inadequate fuel production capabilities to meet 
i 
I 

the increasing 'energy demands along with the increasing costs of 
! 

other natural ~esou~ces to build and maintain the automotive and 
I 

trucking industries:, in view of the increasing worldwide inflation 
I : , 

the shortfall dfinpestment capital and accompanying historic 

high U. S. interest, rates, it seems only logical to assume that 
I 

bicycles and pedestkian travel in conjunction with mass transit 

will increasin~lY b~come a much more acceptable transportation 

modal mix, and 

WHEREAS, ~icyc~e sales have outrun autQmobile sales starting 
, , 

! 

in 1971, the f~rst time this has occurred in the 1900's, and 
! 

estimated 1972s~les of 13.7 million were 65% above 1971 sales, , . . 

and 

WHEREAS, the ekisting floating and East Channel bridges 
I 

currently prov~d~ one way traffic on sidewalks of four foot 
I ! 

widths on each 'of the north and south sides, and 

WHEREAS, the chrrent 3-2T-3 design reduces these two 

facilities to one eight foot wide sidewalk on the north side to 
I 

, ' 

handle two way Itr,affic . for pedestrians, bicyclists, tricycles, 
I 
, 

baby strollers, roller skaters and skate boarders, and 
I 

WHEREAS, sltand~rds for separated facilities for high volumes 

of pedestrians 'and nonmotorized vehicles are set at 10 to 12 feet 
I 

in King County "SEx~cutive proposed "King County Road Standards 

1979"; in Bellevue'~ "Comprehensive Nonmotorized Transportation 
I 

I 

Plan Recommenda,tipns", in King County's recommenda tion to the 

AASHTO "Guide t'O:r;1 B~cycle Routes'~ revision effort of the 
, 

American Association of State Highway and Transportation officials) 

and in Seattle'is recommendation that the AASHTO Guidelines be 
, I 

revised based on the latest and best experi~nce gained and re-
f 

corded in "Planning: and Design Criteria.for Bikeways in 
I 
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California" of ,June 30, 1978, and 

4 .. )r'.PI~"j 'l.::~{, , , 

WHEREAS, the Mt. Baker tunnel is designed to have a 12 foot 

wide tunnel for Red~strians and bicycles and Mercer Island's 

link is planned for a 10 foot wide trail in the 3-2T-3 config-

uration, and 

WHEREAS, all the major new King County: two-way pedestrian/ 

bicycle facilitri~s are ten feet wide (Burke7-Gilman, Lake 

Sammamish and the Interurban), two of which are already of 

insufficient capacity during the increasingly frequent heavy use, 

and 

WHEREAS, upon ,completion of improvements in the 1-90 link 

between Bellevue and Seattle anticipated between 1980 and 1990, 

this facility will probably be the last major improvement in 

this corridor for at least 50 years (up to the year 2040), and 

WHEREAS, the second remaining half of the world's liquid 

petroleum reserves will be most likely depleted in the next 20 

to 40 years. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT MOVED by the Council of King County: 

The six parfies to the Memorandum of Understanding dated 

November 9, 1976 on 1-90) namely, King County, the Cities of 
I 

Seattle, Merce~ ts~and and Bellevue, the Washington State Highway 
I , , 

Commission (now the Washington State Department of Transportati ~ , 
I , 

eomnission) , and the Muhicipali ty of Metropolitan Seattle; as well 
I ' 

I 

as the United States Department of Transportation and the 
I ' 

Federal Highway Administration and the Washington State Depart-
I 

ment of Transportat~on District 1 Administration agree to and 
I 

provide for an effective ten foot minimum pedestrian and bicycle 
I 

facility acros~ the l entire 1-90 corridor from Bellevue's land 

mass on the East to' Seattle's Mt. Baker tunnel on the West which 

is already designed for an acceptable twelve foot width. 
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1 BE IT FUR~HERMOVED, 
I 

2 The Chairmart of the King County Councii transmit this 
! , 

3 policy position to the six parties to the 1-90 Memorandum of 
I I, 

4 Understanding me4tioned above with a request for their written 
, 

S 

6 
" -

7 

suppo;rt of this position. 
, "'.... 'f:i.-

PASSED this ,! ,( ~ - ~ ,1979. 

KING COUNTY COUNCIL 

day of 
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KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON 
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